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POSITIVELY MEDIEVAL

For years 15th-century Alle-y-Bela in Monmourhshire showed all the ravages of time and wilful neglecs
crumbling tower a place of repose only for sheep and pigs. But now, thanks to the Spiralficlds Historic Bus
Trust, it all looks authentically Middle Aged, from the flagged floors ro the iron-oxide limewash. No wonder &
garden designer Arne Maynard and his partner, William Collinson, thought its rambling rooms and grousd
worthy setting for their treasures, topiary and (human) guests. Text: Ros Byam Shaw. Photography: Jan Balde
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dyadby Polly Lyster. 'The coffee table is from
Baileys Home, while the 1 7th-century

marror i from ( hristopher Howe in London
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Collinson met at form college in Poole.

Arne was already immersed in gardening, work-
ing locally to carn
about plants. Wil

pockel money, and learning
:i'»mt:.
ey : shat uildings - an un-
usual interest for bovs from '::.’tcc:., orainary
backgrounds”, [t was a Jove that saw them cycling
for miles through

ms Ih:n.' was & What
¢ Al 4

Was a ove of ol

Dorset lanes, seeking out the

romance of ¢ 'u.nhh'x-.'_ udl.x',.;c‘x and faded manor

houses, climbing through the windows of aban-

doned rooms, imagining past lives lluminated

wiles and firelight, dreaming about one day
mewhere of their own with the I.AR:XI-
of touches

William studied dentistry, and became a den
tal surgoon: Arne studied architecture, but didn’t
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graduate. They lived in London and, after an ap-
preaticeship of sorts under the wing of Petet
Hone at Clifton Littde Venice (Wol Sept 1994),
Arne began designing
come one of the most <u_m1
igners in the count
and William bought
_l}l {
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rardens. He hassince be
t-atter garden de-
v. Tweaty years ago Arne
dd house. It was

T st «

scdinted, 1 enlury, unm odernised, and fea

gazine in April 1995,
LI OrGer 1o unacr-

¢ couple, now in their fi

tured i

The history is importa:
tand how th
o settle here in rural Wales in o house that dates
back to the mid- 1 5th century nded with
an ambitiously :}ls::-_\m'rﬁ]- towern 1399, and
u{. ssn ! appear

es, Came

y W3S CXIC

o -h;m--.lvr chsince In

'l)l-t-”tl.lo ul loors, Himewashed walls

neces of furniture dat-
he 16th and 17

strapping
m.' fromt

th centunes, candle

conces, pottery. There are no curtains, but em-
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bfxs glowin the bedroom fireplace, and there
And this

ash mounded in every hearth
H&IL.'-"L\.;JL pOEtic sin s an aesthetic

that gocs back to bovhood, and has been matur-
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Bela trans

sicde of the wolf

lates as *high wooded hill

, winch s evocative but mislead

ouse is cradied in its own minia
'.x'H'rnn;‘-rn- out attheend of a long
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ing. Infact
ture valley,
marrow lane, once the main road between LUsk
and Chepstow. Acrival is announced by a blast of
burnt orange as you round the last wooded cor-
ner and the four-storey tower rears up ahead. The
colour 15 traditional. a mewash pigmentod with
iron oxide, and joyvially ]'mt'_'n X \ll\i‘tfltf Gelds cre
ate an emetald backdrop and, clustered around

the house as if for warmth and safcty, are the
sanooth mounds,
arnvs

wing bey

balls, domes and cones of op
rw, beech and box. Along the two-storey
yond the tower, a screen of tightly clip-
ped pleached crab-apple trees encloses 5 narrow

and at the

]
above the house and across the

front garden. Oy PP QS 15 3 granary,

end of the drive,
stream, 2 a barm where cars are parked ata dis
creet and unobtrusive distance,

Over the house, outbuildings, garden and
fandscape hangs a comtortable, comtorting sense
of permanence. There mayonce have L\unm- ves
preying on he lambs, but for more than 400 vears

these tall chir
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there u\.nrn-lu-k»‘vn.lylr- "






neys. Rul that isn’t the whole story. The house
survived intact but unmodernised because its
tast wealthy owner changed his will. Wool mer
chant Roger Edwards, the trendsetter who added
the tower, 13 said to have discovered that his
nephew and heir had meddled with his saddle
the Elizabethan equivalent of tampering witl

car brakes. In responsc, Roger left Allt-y-Bela in
trust 1o an educational charity. The house was
subsequently tenanted by generations of farm-
ers, none of whom were inclined to spend more
money on it than necessary

More recently there came a farmer who spent
less than was necessary. By 2001 the tower was
crumnbling, and the downstairs rooms were shel-
tering sheep and pigs. Monmouthshire County
Council served a compulsory purchase order
and the Spitalfields Hestoric Buildings
took on the deficate task of restoration in
venture bevond cast London. Mcanwhile, with a
tlat in London, a large house and garden in Lin-
coinshire, andap
Arnc and William had been house-hunting for
several years, hoping to find a base in the country
more conveniently sttunted somewhere berween

it cutter mooced in Cornwall,

London and Cornwall. They saw Aflvy. Bela in
fe, and made a detour from another
Arnesavs, ‘and

knew we had found what we wanted

' o
country L1

viewing, ‘We got out of the car,’

Initially, they rented the house, allowing them
o move in slowly. "We did it room by room,” Ame
says, ‘and it was easy because our furmiture from

Guanock |their house in Lincolnshire | Gtted per-

Iy Trust had put in a posh oak
kitchen that we sold back, adomg with 19 cast-iron
radiators, We putin some bookshelves, and we

commisssoned Cornelia O'Donovan to do a wall

: — oy --
fectly. The Npitinkhe

painting of favourite lowers and animals in the
hall, There are a fow things we would still like 1o
do - maybe a plaster fricze of oak leaves.

The interior is English vernacular at its no-

nonsense finest: the kitchen has a sturdv table, a
dresser, an Aga: next door is # biving roomn where
dogs stretch out on crumpled sofas; the dining

CONM 15 a period prece of polished cak and glint-

ing brass; the boot reom has a cobbled floor. Up-
stairs there arc big beds, roll-top baths, and old
rugs lnd across wide boards. Ame and William
sleep in the lower, in a room with views from win-

dows on three sides. Bedow them, on the first ioor,

is a formal sitting room, its igh-backed 17th-
century sofas padded with lambswool wunder cov
crsofy (‘!‘,:'l.'ll!r‘ dved linen

The garden has been extensively written up
elsewhere and is delectable, hugging the house
und loosening as it melts at its edges into the sur
rounding fields and copses. Arne admits that in-
itially he found its design problematic, partly
becausc of the lack of symmetry, "William gave
me the key by describing the house as a beautiful
pear] set on a velvet cushion's

To contact Allt-y-Bela BeeB, ring 07892 203 103, or ezt
alltybela,co.uk. To contact Arme Maynard Garden De-

ring G20 7689 81N, or vastt aroemaynard.com.

¢ Gardens of Arne Maynard’, by Arne Maynard,

1§ kbis s U
will be published by Merrell in September






